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The Third Sunday of Advent

Sunday 15th December 2024

Please pray:
•	 For the Anglican Church of Tanzania
•	 For those in special need at this time, amongst them for: Robert 

Henry, Velenka, Andre Cole, Earlyna, Pete, Hilda Platt, Patricia Brown, 
Brian Jones, Avgi Kanna, Jasmine, Sheila, David
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Welcome to St John’s! This sheet has 
everything you need to follow what is  
going on. The writing in the grey  
italics gives instructions. The text in 
normal type will be spoken by a priest, 
reader or other member of the  
congregation. We all join in with the 
bold type. 
Please stand when the bell rings and 
the altar party enters.

Opening Hymn

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s 
cry
Announces that the Lord is 
nigh;
Come then and hearken, for he 
brings
Glad tidings of the King of 
kings.

Then cleansed be every 
Christian breast,
And furnished for so great a 
guest!
Yea, let us each our hearts 
prepare
For Christ to come and enter 
there.

For thou art our salvation, 
Lord,
Our refuge and our great 
reward;
Without thy grace our souls 
must fade,
And wither like a flower 
decayed.

Stretch forth thine hand to heal 
our sore,
And make us rise, to fall no 
more;
Once more upon thy people 
shine,
And fill the world with love 
divine.

All praise, eternal Son, to thee
Whose advent sets thy people 
free,
Whom, with the Father, we 
adore,
And Spirit blest, for evermore. 
Amen.

Charles Coffin
Tr. John Chandler

In the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, just 
and true:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
Your prophet John the Baptist was 
witness to the truth
as a burning and shining light.
May we your servants rejoice in his 
light,
and so be led to witness to him
who is the Lord of our coming 
kingdom,
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Jesus our Saviour and King of the 
ages.

Blessed be God for ever.

The Confession
We are invited to call to mind our sins. 

Almighty God, our heavenly 
Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought, word and deed, 
through negligence, through 
weakness, 
through our own deliberate 
fault.  
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve 
you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.  
Amen.

Absolution
The celebrant prays for the forgiveness 
of our sins, to which we respond:

Amen. 
The Kyrie

Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 

The Collect
We remain standing for the Collect, to 
which we respond:

Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading

Zephaniah 3:14-end
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, 
O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all 
your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!
The Lord has taken away the 
judgements against you, he has 
turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in 
your midst; you shall fear disaster no 
more. On that day it shall be said to 
Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do 
not let your hands grow weak.
The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with 
gladness, he will renew you in his 
love; he will exult over you with loud 
singing as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you, so 
that you will not bear reproach for it.
I will deal with all your oppressors 
at that time. And I will save the lame 
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into 
praise and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you home, at 
the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and 
praised among all the peoples of 
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the earth, when I restore your 
fortunes before your eyes, says the 
Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm
We sing the Response:

Sing and shout for joy, for 
great in your midst is the 
Holy One of Israel.

Truly God is my salvation, I trust, I 
shall not fear.
For the Lord is my strength, my 
song, 
he became my saviour. 
With joy you will draw water from 
the wells of salvation. R

Give thanks to the Lord, give 
praise to his name!
make his mighty deeds known to 
the peoples.
Declare the greatness of his name. 
R

Sing a psalm to the Lord for he has 
done glorious deeds,
make them known to all the earth!
People of Zion, sing and shout for 
joy
for great in your midst is the Holy 

One of Israel. R

Second Reading

Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness 
be known to everyone. The Lord is 
near. Do not worry about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel

We stand for the Gospel reading.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
The spirit of the Lord has been given 
to me.
He has sent me to bring good news 
to the poor.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Hear the Holy Gospel according to 
Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Luke 3:7-18
John said to the crowds that came 
out to be baptized by him, ‘You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? Bear 
fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 
begin to say to yourselves, “We have 
Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones 
to raise up children to Abraham. 
Even now the axe is lying at the root 
of the trees; every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.’
And the crowds asked him, ‘What 
then should we do?’ In reply he said 
to them, ‘Whoever has two coats 
must share with anyone who has 
none; and whoever has food must 
do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors 
came to be baptized, and they asked 
him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ 
He said to them, ‘Collect no more 
than the amount prescribed for 
you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And 
we, what should we do?’ He said 
to them, ‘Do not extort money 
from anyone by threats or false 
accusation, and be satisfied with your 
wages.’

As the people were filled with 
expectation, and all were questioning 
in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, 
John answered all of them by saying, 
‘I baptize you with water; but one 
who is more powerful than I is 

coming; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
His winnowing-fork is in his hand, 
to clear his threshing-floor and to 
gather the wheat into his granary; 
but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.’
So, with many other exhortations, 
he proclaimed the good news to the 
people.

And the end of the Gospel:
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit for the sermon.

The Creed
Please stand for the Creed. 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the  
Father,
God from God, Light from 
Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were 
made. 
For us and for our salvation, he 
came down from heaven, 
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was incarnate from the Holy 
Spirit
and the Virgin Mary
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was  
buried. 
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the  
Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, 
who with the Father and 
the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the  
Prophets. 
We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, 
and the life of the world to 
come. Amen.

The Intercessions

In the intercessions, we make this, or 
another response:
Lord, in your mercy. 

hear our prayer.
The Peace

Please remain standing as the 
celebrant introduces the Peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always 
with you. 

And also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of 
peace.  

Offertory Hymn

Rejoice, the Lord is King,
Your Lord and King adore;
Mortals, give thanks and sing,
And triumph evermore:
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice.

Jesus, the Saviour, reigns,
The God of truth and love;
When he had purged our 
stains,
He took his seat above: 
Lift up your heart...

His kingdom cannot fail;
He rules o’er earth and 
heaven;
The keys of death and hell
Are to our Jesus given: 
Lift up your heart...
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He sits at God’s right hand
Till all his foes submit,
And bow to his command,
And fall beneath his feet: 
Lift up your heart...

Charles Wesley

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Invitation to Prayer is said:
Pray, brothers and sisters, that my 
sacrifice and yours may be  
acceptable to God, the almighty 
Father. 

May the Lord accept the  
sacrifice at your hands, for the 
praise and glory of his name, 
for our good, and the good of 
all his holy Church. Amen. 

The priest then prays the Prayer over 
the Gifts to which we respond: 

Amen. 
The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our 
God.

It is right to give thanks and 
praise.

The priest praises God for his mighty 
acts, and we say the Sanctus and  
Benedictus:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes, 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest. 

The priest prays the prayer of 
consecration, and this acclamation is 
said:
Great is the mystery of faith:

When we eat this bread and 
drink this cup, we proclaim 
your death, Lord Jesus, 
until you come in glory, 
until you come in glory. 

The Prayer continues, leading into the 
doxology, which ends:
 ... for ever and ever.

Amen.



8

The priest introduces the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven 
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in  
heaven.
Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those 
who 
trespass against us.
And lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

Breaking of Bread

The priest breaks the consecrated 
host:
We break this bread, to share in the 
body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are 
one body, because we all share 
in one bread. 

We sing the Agnus Dei:

Lamb of God, you take away 
the sins of the world:
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away 
the sins of the world;
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away 
the sins of the world:
grant us peace. 

Giving of Communion

Behold Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to 
his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to  
receive you,  
but only say the word, and I 
shall be healed.

If you are baptised in the name of 
the Trinity, and are used to receiving 
communion, you are very welcome to 
do so here. Otherwise, you may like 
to come forward for a blessing. Please 
just bow your head as the priest 
comes to you. 

Communion is available in both kinds. 
If you do not feel comfortable receiving 
from the common cup, it is perfectly 
valid to just receive the Host. If you 
would prefer to just receive in one 
kind, return to your seat before the 
chalice comes to you. 

Please do not intinct (dip the bread 
into the wine). This is not permitted. 
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Communion Hymn

Hark! A herald voice is calling:
‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say;
‘Cast away the dreams of 
darkness,
O ye children of the day!’

Startled at the solemn warning,
Let the earth-bound soul arise;
Christ, her Sun, all sloth 
dispelling,
Shines upon the morning skies.

Lo! the Lamb, so long expected,
Comes with pardon down from 
heaven;
Let us haste, with tears of 
sorrow,
One and all to be forgiven;

So when next he comes in glory,
And earth’s final hour draws 
near,
May he then as our defender
On the clouds of heaven appear.

Honour, glory, virtue, merit,
To the Father and the Son,
With the co-eternal Spirit,
While unending ages run. Amen.

Tr E Caswall

 Post Communion
 

We stand as the celebrant prays, to 
which we respond. 

Amen.
The Blessing

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

...and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit,
be among you and remain with you 
always.

Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.
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Final Hymn

Thy kingdom come, O God,
Thy rule, O Christ, begin;
Break with thy iron rod
The tyrannies of sin.

Where is thy reign of peace
And purity and love?
When shall all hatred cease,
As in the realms above?

When comes the promised 
time
That war shall be no more,
And lust, oppression, crime,
Shall flee thy face before?

We pray thee Lord, arise,
And come in thy great might;
Revive our longing eyes,
Which languish for thy sight.

O’er lands both near and far
Thick darkness broodeth yet:
Arise, O morning Star,
Arise, and never set.

Lewis Hensley

The Angelus

The angel of the Lord brought  
tidings to Mary:

and she conceived by the Holy 
Spirit. 

Hail Mary full of grace, the Lord is 
with thee, blessed art thou among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of 
thy womb Jesus:

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners, now and at 
the hour of our death. Amen. 

Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 
Be it unto me according to thy 
word. 

Hail Mary...

And the Word was made flesh. 
And dwelt among us. 

Hail Mary...

Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God, 
that we may be made worthy 
of the promises of Christ
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This Week

Tuesday 17th

O Sapientia

8.30am Morning Prayer at St 
Thomas’s

Wednesday 18th

O Adonai

7.30pm Mass at St Thomas’s

Thursday 19th

O Radix Jesse

10.00am
10.30am - 12.30pm

Mass
Renew N4

Friday 20th

O Clavis David

8.30am Morning Prayer

Sunday 22nd

The Fourth Sunday 
of Advent

9.00am Parish Mass
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www.sjebp.com
@sjebp

Reader
Alan Murray

alanmurraymail@gmail.com
020 7359 7145

Vicar
The Revd Alice Smith

020 8809 6111
vicar@sjebp.com

 Notices 

Carols by Candlelight is this evening at 6pm. It will be held over at St 
Thomas’s and will be followed by festive refreshments. 

Midnight Mass this year will be here at St John’s. It begins at 11.30pm on 
Christmas Eve. Mass on Christmas Day will be at our normal time of 9am. 

We now have a boiler fund fundraiser to raise money for a new boiler 
here at St John’s. If you would like to donate, or share the link with friends, 
visit the site below:
https://justgiving.com/campaign/stjohnsboiler


