The Funeral Mass of
Ramona Adams

Tuesday, 23rd March 2021
10am

Welcome to the funeral mass of Ramona Adams.This booklet contains
everything that you need to follow the service, either here in church, or at home.
Please remember our COVID restrictions in church: wear a mask at all times
(over your nose and mouth), unless you are exempt. Please only sit with people
in your own household or bubble, and please remember that it is not permitted
to speak to anyone outside your own household or bubble.
Ramona was brought into church yesterday to spend the night in the church she
dearly loved. Praying for the dead forms one of the fundamental acts of religions
the world over. As a Christian, Ramona believed that death was not the end,
but the beginning of a new, eternal life in Christ. As we prayed for her in life, we
pray for her too now in death, in the sure and certain hope that she stands now
before the face of Christ.
Please stand as the bell rings and the altar party enters.
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
We have come here today
to remember before God our sister Ramona,
to give thanks for her life;
to commend her to God our merciful redeemer and judge;
to commit her body to be cremated,
and to comfort one another in our grief.
Almighty God,
you judge us with infinite mercy and justice
and love everything you have made.
In your mercy
turn the darkness of death into the dawn of new life,
and the sorrow of parting into the joy of heaven;
through our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Please be seated.
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The Eulogy
The Eulogy is given by our Churchwarden, Sebastian Satkurunath.

Prayers of Penitence
Please stand.
As children of a loving heavenly Father,
let us ask his forgiveness,
for he is gentle and full of compassion.
God of mercy,
we acknowledge that we are all sinners.
We turn from the wrong that we have thought and said and done,
and are mindful of all that we have failed to do.
For the sake of Jesus, who died for us,
forgive us for all that is past,
and help us to live each day
in the light of Christ our Lord.
Amen.
May God our Father forgive us our sins
and bring us to the eternal joy of his kingdom,
where dust and ashes have no dominion.
Amen.

The Collect
We hold a moment of silence before the priest invites us to pray:
Let us pray.
Merciful Father,
hear our prayers and comfort us;
renew our trust in your Son,
whom you raised from the dead;
strengthen our faith
that all who have died in the love of Christ
will share in his resurrection;
who lives and reigns with you,
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in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Psalm
Psalm 139:1-3, 13-15

The Liturgy of the Word
Old Testament Reading
Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul,
‘therefore I will hope in him.’
The Lord is good to those who wait for him,
to the soul that seeks him.
It is good that one should wait quietly
for the salvation of the Lord.
For the Lord will not
reject for ever.
Although he causes grief, he will have compassion
according to the abundance of his steadfast love;
for he does not willingly afflict
or grieve anyone.

I thank you for the wonder of my being.
I thank you for the wonder of my being.
O Lord, you search me and you know me,
you know my resting and my rising,
you discern my purpose from afar.
You mark when I walk or lie down,
all my ways lie open to you.
I thank you for the wonder of my being.
For it was you who created my being,
knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I thank you for the wonder of my being,
for the wonders of all your creation.
I thank you for the wonder of my being.
Already you knew my soul,
my body held no secret from you
when I was being fashioned in secret
and moulded in the depths of the earth.
I thank you for the wonder of my being.

New Testament Reading
Romans 8:31-end

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is
against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all
of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It
is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of
God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of
Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword? As it is written,
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‘For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

hour has come. But when her child is born, she no longer remembers the
anguish because of the joy of having brought a human being into the world.
So you have pain now; but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice,
and no one will take your joy from you. On that day you will ask nothing
of me.Very truly, I tell you, if you ask anything of the Father in my name, he
will give it to you. Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.
Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Gospel

The Homily
Please sit for the homily.

Please stand for the Gospel.

The Intercessions

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory!
Blessed are those who die in the Lord
for they rest from their labour.
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory!
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Hear the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
John 16:16-24
‘A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and
you will see me.’ Then some of his disciples said to one another, ‘What
does he mean by saying to us, “A little while, and you will no longer see
me, and again a little while, and you will see me”; and “Because I am going
to the Father”?’ They said, ‘What does he mean by this “a little while”? We
do not know what he is talking about.’ Jesus knew that they wanted to
ask him, so he said to them, ‘Are you discussing among yourselves what I
meant when I said, “A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again
a little while, and you will see me”? Very truly, I tell you, you will weep
and mourn, but the world will rejoice; you will have pain, but your pain
will turn into joy. When a woman is in labour, she has pain, because her
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During the intercessions, we use the response:
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace
We stand for the peace:
Jesus says:
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
Not as the world gives do I give you.
Do not let your hearts be troubled,
neither let them be afraid.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
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in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the Highest.

The priest says the offertory prayers:
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; for through your goodness we
have this bread to offer you. Fruit of the earth, and work of human hands,
it will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; for through your goodness we
have this wine to set before you. Fruit of the vine, and work of human
hands, it will become our spiritual drink.
Blessed be God for ever.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.
The Prayer continues, leading into the doxology, which ends:
... for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Invitation to Prayer is said:
Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be
acceptable to God, the almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the
sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of his name, for
our good, and the good of all his holy Church. Amen.
The priest then prays the Prayer over the Gifts to which we respond:
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
The priest praises God for his mighty acts, and we say the Sanctus and
Benedictus:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,
God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the Highest.
Blessed is he who comes,
8

The priest prays the prayer of consecration, and this acclamation is said:

The priest introduces the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of Bread
The priest breaks the consecrated host:
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

9

We say the Agnus Dei:
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
grant us peace.
Giving of Communion
Behold Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to
receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
During Communion, we hear a piece of Passiontide music. Ramona sang this
piece with the St John’s Singers as part of our Easter celebrations in 2019.

Music
‘Crux Fidelis’
Words:Venantius Fortunatus (530-609)
Translation: J M Neale
Music: Kathryn Rose

Post Communion
We stand as the priest prays:
Gracious God,
we thank you that in your great love
you have fed us with the spiritual food and drink
of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ
and have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet:
grant that this sacrament may be to us
a comfort in affliction
and a pledge of our inheritance
in that kingdom where there is no death,
neither sorrow nor crying,
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but fullness of joy with all your saints;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.

Commendation and Committal
Let us commend Ramona to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer.
God our creator and redeemer,
by your power Christ conquered death
and entered into glory.
Confident of his victory
and claiming his promises,
we entrust Ramona to your mercy
in the name of Jesus our Lord,
who died and is alive
and reigns with you,
now and for ever.
Amen.
We have but a short time to live.
Like a flower we blossom and then wither;
like a shadow we flee and never stay.
In the midst of life we are in death;
to whom can we turn for help,
but to you, Lord, who are justly angered by our sins?
Yet, Lord God most holy, Lord most mighty,
O holy and most merciful Saviour,
deliver us from the bitter pain of eternal death.
Lord, you know the secrets of our hearts;
hear our prayer, O God most mighty;
spare us, most worthy judge eternal;
at our last hour let us not fall from you,
O holy and merciful Saviour.
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We have entrusted our sister Ramona to God’s mercy,
and we now commit her body to be cremated:
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust:
in sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who will transform our frail bodies
that they may be conformed to his glorious body,
who died, was buried, and rose again for us.
To him be glory for ever.
Amen.

The Blessing
Heavenly Father, in your Son Jesus Christ
you have given us a true faith and a sure hope.
Strengthen this faith and hope in us all our days,
that we may live as those who believe in
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins
and the resurrection to eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
May the love of God, and the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ
console you and gently wipe every tear from your eye.
And may Almighty God, the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
bless you, and all whom you love.
Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
Please remain standing as the coffin is carried from church.
You are welcome to take home with you one of the crocheted flowers.
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